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INTRODUCTION 


THE CHILKOOT TRAIL, as it was named by the Indians, was used as a 
trading route between the Interior and Coastal Tribes. Few whitemen dared 
to travel the trail until 1879, and then only a handful of men ventured over 
the pass to the Klondike. It was those few brave souls who eventually “struck 
it rich”. In the Spring of 1897 they were found at the Dyea Trading Post with 
their bags and boxes, packs and cans full of gold, and the “Gold Rush” was . 

News spread quickly about the KLONDIKE GOLD and soon men 
everywhere clamored to reach the gold fields. The year of 1898 reports 
some 20-30,000 men and women traveling the trail and climbing the 
Golden Stairs into the Klondike. Never in recorded history have so many 
voluntarily subject themselves to such misery, hardships and death. Suffering 
was common to all. Pneumonia, scurvy, spinal menengitis, snow- blindness as 
well as murders and suicides plaqued the miners. 

Robbery was common and justice was often administered without 
benefit of law. The town of Skagway, ruled by the infamous “Soapy” Smith 
was known as a “hell-hole” to many due to its lack of law and order. His 
tyrannical rule was ended only after he was shot down. Today visitors to 
Skagway can see the re-enactment of this famous gunfight and experience 
the Spirit of 98. 

Those who survived the ordeals and sufferings of the trail faced still 
another challenge. The North West Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
required a year's supply of food and supplies for each person entering the 
Yukon. The task of moving over a ton of food and equipment up the Golden 
Stairs proved fatal for some: Others gave up even before they reached the 
infamous Pass. As each man made his dicision to go on or turn back, the 
story of the Chilkoot Trail unfolds. 

Today, hundreds of items mark the path where thousands of miners 
moved on to find their fate in the Klondike. The Trail of Chilkoot Pass leaves 
not a story of “striking it rich,” but rather, a record of the toils and 
deprivation each man faced. 
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SKAGWAY . . .WHERE THE “CHILKOOT” STORY BEGAN ... . 
A town of 15,000 during the “GOLD RUSH,” is now a quiet village of 700 residents. The 


town still maintains its boardwalks and dirt streets while offering the visitor fine restaurants 
shops and modern conviences. 


DYEA 


8.5 miles from Skagway, the trading post became a center for over 4,000 people. The 
supplies were obtained for the long trip to the Klondike. Today, only green pasturelani 


remains. The present “Chilkoot Trailhead” is located near here. * 
* See trail tips. 
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YEA CEMETARY 
Located several miles from the trailhead is the miners cemetary, many of whom died in the 
‘eat Avalanche on Palm Sunday, April 3,1898. 


AYIA RIVER & MILL ROAD 
| Remains of an old mill & other buildings can be seen along this 3 mile stretch of trail ending 
| Finnegan's Point, the site of a former toll bridge. During the winter, the miners used the frozen 


ayia River as a trail. 


TAYIA RIVER 
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| MILL ROAD 
This is a good place to stop 


for lunch or if need be make 
camp. 
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Mile 8:15 is the Canyon City aay Lo. a te Size se = C 
Bridge crossing to the former tramsite. ae? aun seh Se 
Once a permanent settlement of 


BRIDGE 


more than 30 cabins, restaurants, 
saloons, repair shops, and a stream 
driven power plant. Only a few 
building remnants, this boiler and old 
stove remain. Although it is often 
crowded, many campsites are 
located here. 
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Sheep Camp Shelter at 13 
miles provides the last campsite 
before starting up “LONG 
HILL” to the pass. Very little 
remains of this once thriving 
town of thousands, which 
boasted restaurants, the Grand 
Pacific Hotel, a hospital, all 
powered by electricity. 
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»ectacular scenery surrounds the “Trail of 98.” Mountains, glaciers and green meadows 


e abundant. 


An abandoned metal wheel found along the trail near Canyon City. 


THE SCALES. =. 


THE SCALES at mile 16 
provides the last stop before 
ascending the GOLDEN 
STAIRS to the SUMMIT. 
Here miners bargained with 
packers of the tramway 
operators to transport their 
goods to the top. And it was 
here, after viewing the pass 
that many turned back . . 
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HE LAST HALF MILE 


OLD 
TRAMWAY 


Remains of one of the 


old tramway systems greets 


the visitor as one reaches 
the “Scales” area. Various 
artifacts including cable, 


dishes, pans, etc are 
evident. 


CHILKOOT PASS 


Chilkoot Pass from the 
Scales - Loose rock forms 
the trail to the top. Markers 
are positioned at intervals 
to aid the hiker during the 
frequent foul weather. 
Chilkoot Pass is the notch on 
the left. The more dangerous 
Peterson Pass on the right. 


“TWO HUNDRED KNOCK-DOWN CANVAS CANOES ON THE TOP OF A MOUNTAIN 2” 


To find these canoes, turn west at the 


Summit Monument and go about 30 
feet. Climb the bluff to the south. The 


canvas area is at the end of the bluff. 


Whose they were, or their purpose is still 
Correction-turn EAST at 


* + Summit Monument instead of West. 


unknown 


ALASKA, 


MACHINERY 


Abundant ~ machinery 
as left behind: along with 
ckets, stoves, cable and 
irious other items. 


SUMMIT 
MONUMENT 


This MONUMENT | is 
dedicated to the thousands 
of miners who climbed the 
“Golden Stairs”, and to the 
pioneer spirit of all others 
venturing North. 


Just below the North side of the 
Pass at mile 17 remains of the end of 
the tramway system and the old 


“Stone Crib” can be found. Below is 
Crater Lake, frozen much of the year 
and is surrounded by large boulders. 
It is a deep blue when thawed. 
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LAKE MORROW 
At mile 21 
Lake Morrow, one of the 
any lakes in this area. 


‘amping space is available 
jere and one should allow 
ime to explore this vastly 
iolortul area. 


CHILKOOT TRAIL trom 
lhe North side or Canadian 
lide doesn’t look as for- 
poding as the South side. 
bnowfields are evident even 


in August. 


| HAPPY CAMP 

at mile 21.3 
Happy Camp. was the 
lirst official campsite for the 
jniners crossing into the 
'ukon. Here they could find 
Ihe comforts of home-a bed, 
lot food and_ female 
ompany Although camp- 
ites are available here, 
ikers are urged to continue 
Pp Long Lake and Deep 
Jake before making camp. 
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LONG LAKE 

( 23.5 miles ) 
is aptly named o 
hikers will attes 
after walking th 
length of it. 


Shoes & Boots are ab 


It makes one wonder what the miners used for 
footwear. 


LONG LAKE 
and 


DEEP LAKE 


The bridge be- 
tween Long Lake & 
Deep Lake crosses 
a swift stream. 
Giant boulders 


orm the trail here. 


Long Lake & Deep Lake are 
located at mile 24. Here the 
first timber since crossing the 
pass can be seen. Ample camp- 

| sites are available here. 


CLOTHING WAS OFTEN DISGARDED 


The trail winds 
along the Canyon 
f™ sometimes . . .re- 
@— ferred to as the 
CANYON ROAD 

( mile 25 ). 


In winter, miners 
used the frozen 
river as the trail. 


THE LAW OF THE YUKON 


“This is the Law of the Yukon, 
That only the strong shall thrive, 
That surely the weak shall perish, 

And only the fit survive. 
Dissolute, damned and despairful, 
crippled and palsied and slain, 
this is the Law of the Yukon, 


So, How she makes it plain!” 


Robert Service 


LAKE LINDEMAN 


LINDEMAN - In 1898, the Shores of Lake 

Lindeman (mile 26) were lined with tents 

and shacks of every description. A sawmill 

was established and boats of every size and 

shape were built to continue the trip to 

Pa a. Dawson and the Klondike Gold. Today a 

* 3 : een camp is maintained by the rangers and a 
Senate a ~~ shelter is Bioviced for hikers. Campsites are 
= numerous and one 

I should take the 


time to explore the 
area. 


This stove, by 
the shores of Lake 
Bennett (32.8 miles) 

fa is one of the many 
I stoves left behind 


by the miners. 


BENNETT STATION 


A welcome site for the hiker is 
Bennett Stations (33 miles). Both 
North and south bound trains arrive — 
at the stations around noon and lunch 


is provided for ticketed passengers. 


BENNETT CHURCH 


built by the miners and never used, stands as a monument to their strength a 


nd 


TRAIL TIPS 


1. Be sure to purchase your ticket for the White Pass and Yukon Railroad 
before you leave Skagway. Bennett Station does not sell tickets. 

2. Dyea’s proximity to Skagway has been somewhat of a problem to 
hikers since bus service has been discontinued. Taxi service is available 
at quite an expense. Hitchhiking is probably the best and cheapest 
mode of travel. 

3... Be sure to check with the Park Headquarters in Skagway before 
starting your hike. Latest trail conditions and weather reports can be 
obtained from them. 

4. This is a National Historical Site as well as a National Park. Do not 
destroy or deface or take any of the artifacts from the area. Heavy fines 
are imposed if you are caught. 

5. If you have any trouble on the trail, contact a Ranger. They can be 
found patroling the trail as well as in their camps at Sheep Camp, the 
Stone Crib and at Lake Lindeman. 

6. Allow at least 4 days for the hike and a week would allow time for more 
exploration and enjoyment of the sites along the way. 

7. Pack it in --- Pack it out. Don’t leave YOUR litter to clutter up the trail. 

9. Beware of bears while hiking and camping. Wearing a bell on your 
pack or shoes and making noise is helpful. 

10. Bring rain gear and warm clothes. Weather is unpredictable on the 
trail. Snowstorms can occur throughout the summer. 

11. Wear good hiking boots. The trail is rocky in places. 

12. Remember the Ten Essentials for hiking. 

13. Bring First Aid Kit-( especially Mosquito Repellant ). 

14. Most of all - ENJOY YOURSELF ! You are hiking 33 miles of museum. 


FOR PHOTOGRAPHIC PRINTS CONTACT: BEDARD’S PHOTOGRAPHY 
16 So. 13th. Ave., Yakima, Washington 98902 PHONE: 509 - 575-3986 
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